
Population 

• The Barren River WIA had a population of 217,041 in 1980.  By 2000, the number of 
persons had grown by 17.8% to 255,225 (1980, 2000 Census).  This growth was higher 
than the state average; Kentucky’s population increased by 10.4% during this time 
period. 

• Population forecasts, developed in 2003, project that the region will continue to 
experience high growth over the next twenty years, expanding by 20.3% to 307,005 
persons in 2020.  The Population Research Center, which produces the population 
projections for Kentucky, has recently released this 2003 moderate growth series, but 
they are continuing to modify cohorts within this series.  The 2005 to 2030 county 
projections are available, by age, at http://ksdc.louisville.edu/kpr/pro/hmk03totalpop.xls. 

• The Barren River WIA is not currently experiencing an aging of its population, but it is 
experiencing a middle-aging.  In 1980, 12.7% of Barren River residents were over the 
age of 65; in 2000, this had increased slightly to 12.8%. Few persons turned 65 from 
1995 through 2000 or will turn 65 from 2000 through 2010, as there was a birth dearth 
during the Great Depression and World War II, which began in 1929 and ended with the 
start of the Baby Boom in 1946.  After 2010, Baby Boomers will start turning 65 and by 
2020, 15.5% of the Barren River WIA is projected to be 65 or older. 

• Between 1900 and 2000, Kentucky’s population nearly doubled from 2,147,174 to 
4,041,769; however, the number of children 0-14 rose by only two percent, from 809,142 
to 824,640, resulting in a fundamental change in the age structure of Kentucky’s 
population.   



Total Population 1900 - 2000

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

United States 76,212,168 92,228,496 106,021,537 123,202,624 132,164,569 151,325,798 179,323,175 203,211,926 226,545,805 248,709,873 281,421,906

Kentucky 2,147,174 2,289,905 2,416,630 2,614,589 2,845,627 2,944,806 3,038,156 3,218,706 3,660,777 3,685,296 4,041,769

Barren River 172,849 175,754 176,682 170,625 182,660 178,646 170,463 185,827 217,041 221,719 255,225
Allen 14,657 14,882 16,761 15,180 15,496 13,787 12,269 12,598 14,128 14,628 17,800
Barren 23,197 25,293 25,356 25,844 27,559 28,461 28,303 28,677 34,009 34,001 38,033
Butler 15,896 15,805 15,197 12,620 14,371 11,309 9,586 9,723 11,064 11,245 13,010
Edmonson 10,080 10,469 10,894 11,475 11,344 9,376 8,085 8,751 9,962 10,357 11,644
Hart 18,390 18,173 18,544 16,169 17,239 15,321 14,119 13,980 15,402 14,890 17,445
Logan 25,994 24,977 23,633 21,875 23,345 22,335 20,896 21,793 24,138 24,416 26,573
Metcalfe 9,988 10,453 10,075 9,373 10,853 9,851 8,367 8,177 9,484 8,963 10,037
Monroe 13,053 13,663 14,214 13,077 14,070 13,770 11,799 11,642 12,353 11,401 11,756
Simpson 11,624 11,460 11,150 11,336 11,752 11,678 11,548 13,054 14,673 15,145 16,405
Warren 29,970 30,579 30,858 33,676 36,631 42,758 45,491 57,432 71,828 76,673 92,522

Total Population 1900 - 2000 - Percent Change

1900-1910 1910-1920 1920-1930 1930-1940 1940-1950 1950-1960 1960-1970 1970-1980 1980-1990 1990-2000 1900-2000

United States 21.0% 15.0% 16.2% 7.3% 14.5% 18.5% 13.3% 11.5% 9.8% 13.2% 269.3%

Kentucky 6.6% 5.5% 8.2% 8.8% 3.5% 3.2% 5.9% 13.7% 0.7% 9.7% 88.2%

Barren River 1.7% 0.5% -3.4% 7.1% -2.2% -4.6% 9.0% 16.8% 2.2% 15.1% 47.7%
Allen 1.5% 12.6% -9.4% 2.1% -11.0% -11.0% 2.7% 12.1% 3.5% 21.7% 21.4%
Barren 9.0% 0.2% 1.9% 6.6% 3.3% -0.6% 1.3% 18.6% 0.0% 11.9% 64.0%
Butler -0.6% -3.8% -17.0% 13.9% -21.3% -15.2% 1.4% 13.8% 1.6% 15.7% -18.2%
Edmonson 3.9% 4.1% 5.3% -1.1% -17.3% -13.8% 8.2% 13.8% 4.0% 12.4% 15.5%
Hart -1.2% 2.0% -12.8% 6.6% -11.1% -7.8% -1.0% 10.2% -3.3% 17.2% -5.1%
Logan -3.9% -5.4% -7.4% 6.7% -4.3% -6.4% 4.3% 10.8% 1.2% 8.8% 2.2%
Metcalfe 4.7% -3.6% -7.0% 15.8% -9.2% -15.1% -2.3% 16.0% -5.5% 12.0% 0.5%
Monroe 4.7% 4.0% -8.0% 7.6% -2.1% -14.3% -1.3% 6.1% -7.7% 3.1% -9.9%
Simpson -1.4% -2.7% 1.7% 3.7% -0.6% -1.1% 13.0% 12.4% 3.2% 8.3% 41.1%
Warren 2.0% 0.9% 9.1% 8.8% 16.7% 6.4% 26.2% 25.1% 6.7% 20.7% 208.7%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, censuses 1900-2000



Barren River WIA Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
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Allen County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Allen County Population Pyramids
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2010

2020

Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Barren County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Barren County Population Pyramids
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Butler County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Butler County Population Pyramids
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Edmonson County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Edmonson County Population Pyramids
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Hart County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Hart County Population Pyramids
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Logan County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.

1,500 1,000 500 0 500 1,000 1,500

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

 40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Males Females

1,500 1,000 500 0 500 1,000 1,500

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

 40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Males Females

1,500 1,000 500 0 500 1,000 1,500

00-04
05-09
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

 40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Males Females



Metcalfe County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Monroe County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Monroe County Population Pyramids
2000

2010

2020

Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Simpson County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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Warren County Population Pyramids
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Source: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Census
Produced by the Office of Workforce Research and Analysis, Kentucky Cabinet for Workforce Development
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Warren County Population Pyramids
2000

2010

2020

Source: Census 2000; Kentucky Population Research, Urban Studies Institute, University of Louisville.  Review edition:  June 6, 2003.
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